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BMO HARRIS BANK CHICAGO WORKS: ANIA JAWORSKA
August 25, 2015 - January 31, 2016

The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago presents Ania Jaworska’s first solo show, which runs
concurrently with the inaugural Chicago Architecture Biennial. A trained architect and designer with an
imaginative style, Jaworska uses humor and irony to consider the history of architecture and its impact on
society through prints, drawings, scale models, and functional objects. The exhibition features two new
projects that are distinct works of art and architectural proposals for larger structures. Jaworska explores
a stage in the architect’s process—the creation of forms that might become larger, built structures.
Organized by Grace Deveney, MCA Curatorial Fellow, the exhibition runs from August 25, 2015, to
January 31, 2016.

In the first project, Jaworska creates a site-specific installation of black sculptures that reference common
architectural elements such as arches, obelisks, gates, and signs. These objects are removed from their
usual context and set in a gallery space that is painted black, as if a darkened void. In this new

environment the structures lose their architectural functions, and instead are comical minimalist forms.
The second series features a series of screen prints of architectural columns, both from history and the
present day. This series catalogues the evolution of columns from symbols of power and status to openended forms that are often constructed with irony or cynicism.

Ania Jaworska is a lecturer at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and the University of Illinois at
Chicago. She received master’s degrees in architecture from Cracow University of Technology in Poland
and the Cranbrook Academy of Art in Michigan. Her work has been shown at the Graham Foundation; the
Chicago Cultural Center; as part of 13178 Moran Street: Grounds for Detroit in Common Ground; and at
the 13th International Architecture Exhibition in Venice.

RELATED PROGRAM
MCA Talk: Grace Deveney on Ania Jaworska
Tuesday, September 15, noon
Free with museum admission, Tuesdays are free for Illinois residents
MCA Curatorial Fellow Grace Deveney discusses Ania Jaworska’s work.

MCA Talk: Ania Jaworska
Saturday, November 14, 3 pm
Chicago architect and designer Ania Jaworska discusses her Chicago Works exhibition with MCA
Marjorie Susman Curatorial Fellow Grace Deveney.

###
Images: Ania Jaworska, Landmark of the Area AKA: Fancy Pants Is Always Late. Courtesy of the artist. Ania Jaworska, Sign of Their Place,
2012. Courtesy of the artist.
Major support for BMO Harris Banks Chicago Works: Ania Jaworska is provided by BMO Harris Bank.
The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. The
museum is generously supported by its Board of Trustees; individual and corporate members; private and corporate foundations, including
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation; and government agencies, including the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, and the
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events. Museum capital improvements are supported by a Public Museum Capital
Grant from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The MCA is a proud member of Museums in the Park and receives major support
from the Chicago Park District. The MCA is located at 220 E. Chicago Avenue, one block east of Michigan Avenue. The museum and
sculpture garden are open Wednesday through Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm and Tuesday from 10 am to 8 pm. The museum is closed on
Monday. Tuesdays are Community Free Days with free admission for Illinois residents. Suggested general admission is $12 for adults and
$7 for students and seniors. Children 12 years of age and under, MCA members, and members of the military are admitted free. Information
about MCA exhibitions, programs, and special events is available on the MCA website at mcachicago.org or by phone at 312.280.2660.

