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Madeleine Grynsztejn, Pritzker Director of the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, officially revealed   Turner Prize-winning British artist Chris Ofili’s first restaurant commission in the United States on September 6. For this commission, Ofili designed an immersive art environment for the MCA’s new restaurant Marisol with a site-specific art mural as the centerpiece, carried through to every surface of the restaurant -- from line drawings on the walls and etchings on the glass, to all of the colors, fabrics, and textures in the restaurant. Grynsztejn says, “This is not simply putting work from the collection on our walls. This is a full-scale, all-in, immersive art environment that surrounds you when you enter into the restaurant, for which Chris Ofili has decided on every surface.”

The mural, called The Sorceress’ Mirror is exemplary of Ofili’s incorporation of the imagined and the real in his paintings, and his unifying of these into a singular, vibrant, and sensuous visual narrative. Inspired by the vaulted ceiling designed by Johnston Marklee for the restaurant, Ofili has leaping figures arcing across the night sky, with two figures riding a beast in flight as it leaps over a red cave and into the stars. Beneath them, the sorceress in her cave seems to emerge from the water as she hunches over her mirror, observing the figures and canopy above. 

The sorceress’s cave re-imagines the landscape of Trinidad, where the artist lives and works. Ofili drew from trips he made to Paria Bay on the north of the island, where a rock at the edge of the shore has been carved by the sea to create a natural arch through which the water flows. The transition of the sky from saturated black pigment to lighter washes punctuated by colorful glittering stars refers to the sense of an instant captured on the threshold between night and day. 

Rendered on the interior walls of the restaurant and across glass and mirror surfaces, line drawings of avian and other subjects further link inside and out, the real and imagined, night and day. The specific colors used in the mural and their tonal progressions have been selected by the artist for the various fabrics used throughout Marisol to enhance its themes, its narrative, and its rhythm across the architectural space. 
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Chris Ofili was born in Manchester, England, in 1968, and currently lives and works in Trinidad. He received his BA in Fine Art from the Chelsea School of Art in 1991 and his MA in Fine Art from the Royal College of Art in 1993. Solo exhibitions of his work have been presented internationally, including recent shows at the New Museum, New York (2014); The Arts Club of Chicago (2010); and the Tate Britain, London (2010 and 2005), The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York (2005), and the Serpentine Gallery, London (1998). He represented Britain in the 50th Venice Biennale in 2003 and won the Turner Prize in 1998. His latest exhibition Chris Ofili: Weaving Magic opened at the National Gallery, London, in April 2017.
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The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. The museum is generously supported by its Board of Trustees; individual and corporate members; private and corporate foundations, including the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation; and government agencies. Programming is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council Agency. Museum capital improvements are supported by a Public Museum Capital Grant from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The MCA is a proud member of Museums in the Park and receives major support from the Chicago Park District. The MCA is located at 220 E. Chicago Avenue, one block east of Michigan Avenue. The museum and sculpture garden are open Wednesday through Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm and Tuesday from 10 am to 8 pm. The museum is closed on Monday.  Tuesdays are Community Free Days with free admission for Illinois residents.  Suggested general admission is $12 for adults and $7 for students and seniors. Children 12 years of age and under, MCA members, and members of the military are admitted free. Information about MCA exhibitions, programs, and special events is available on the MCA website at mcachicago.org or by phone at 312.280.2660.
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